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SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATIONS OF GENDER LINGUISTICS IN KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract. Theoretical framework and research are essential in addressing the challenges of
integrating linguistics, psychology, sociology, feminist theory, and gender linguistics and providing
tools to analyze the relationship between language and gender. Scientific foundations allow gender
linguistics to deepen understanding of gendered language and contribute to creating more inclusive
societies through education and policy-making.

This study explores gender linguistics in Kazakhstan by focusing on the intersection of
language, gender, and educational practices. The key objective of this study is to provide an
overview of gender and language education in Kazakhstan’s universities, highlighting the content
and structure of the gender linguistics courses. This article aims to contribute to the broader
discourse on integrating gender perspectives into linguistic education. This work also contributes to
the discussion on gender studies in Kazakhstan and provides a theoretical framework for future
research and educational development. The authors used qualitative research methods, particularly
content analysis, to examine the current state, challenges, and opportunities of gender and
linguistics courses in Kazakhstani universities. Data were gathered through official institutional
requests, the digital database “Unified Higher Education Platform,” and course catalogs on the
universities’ official websites. The authors focused on academic courses/programs on “gender and
linguistics” and “gender and language” to identify courses that addressed gender linguistic
frameworks.

The search encompassed over 5,000 active educational programs at the universities of
Kazakhstan listed on the Unified Higher Education Platform. Results indicate that seven
universities in Kazakhstan offer gender linguistics courses and a diverse range of undergraduate and
graduate-level courses. Outcomes also demonstrate that compared to international practices,
Kazakhstani programs often emphasize theoretical aspects without addressing the intersectional
dimensions of gender linguistics.

Keywords: Gender and linguistics, Kazakhstan, higher education, gender and language,
gender studies.
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Ka3zakcrangarbl reHaepiaik JUHIBUCTHKAHBIH FbLJILIMH Heri3aepi

Anpatna. Teopusiblk Heriiemenep MeEH 3epTTeyliep JMHIBUCTHKA, ICHXOJIOTHS,
QJIeyMeTTaHy, (EMHUHHCTIK TEOpHUS KOHE TEHACPIIK JMHTBUCTUKA cajallapblHAAFbl OUTIMII
MHTETpalusulay MoceseepiH Lemyae oHe Tl MEH T'eHJep apachlHJarbl OalIaHbICTHI TajjayFa
apHaJIFaH Kypajjap/bl YChIHYa MaHbI3/bl. F'bUIBIMU HeTi3/1ep FeHepIIiK JIMHTBUCTHUKAFa TeHIEePIIIK
TUIAI TYCIHYAI TepeHAeTyre MYMKIHAIK Oepeni skoHe OumiM Oepy MEH casicaTThl 93ipiey apKbLIbI
MHKJIFO3UBTI KOFaMJIap/Ibl KYpyFa bIKIAJ eTell.

by 3eprrey Kazakcrangarsl TeHIEpIIIK JIMHTBHCTUKAHBI TAJIAW/IbI, TUIAIK, TEHACPIIK KOHE
OimiMm Oepy ToxipuOenepi apacblHAArbl OallIaHBICTBI capajayFa epekile Haszap ayaapajbl.
3epTTeyniH HeTi3ri MakcaThl - TEHICPIIK JIMHTBUCTUKA KyPCTaPBIHBIH Ma3MYHbI MEH KYPBUIBIMBIH
KepceTe OThIpbIN, Ka3aKCcTaHHBIH JKOFapbhl OKY OPBIHAAPBIHIAFBI TEHIEPIIK JKOHE TUIAIK Olmimre
oty skacay. bysr Makasa reHiepiiik mepcreKkTuBaiapabl IMHTBUCTUKAIBIK OLTIMIe HHTETpanusiay
TypaJibl KEHIPEK IMCKYpCKa Yiec KocyFa OarpITTalFaH. by skymbIc coHbIMeH Katap Ka3akcranaarsl
TeHJEPIIK 3epTTeyNIep/Ii TaJKplIayFa BIKIAJ €Te/l jkKoHe Oonamak 3eprreyiep MeH Oimim Oepymi
JAMBITY/IbIH TEOPHUSUIIBIK HET131H YChIHAIbl. ABTOpJIAp 3€pTTEYIH canajbl 9AICTEpPiH, aTaln alTKaH1a
KOHTEHT-aHaJIU3/ll KOJJAaH/IbI, KOHE Ka3aKCTaHIBIK YHHUBEPCUTETTEPJIEr1 TeHAEPIIK mpobiemMarnap
MEH JIMHIBUCTHKA KYypPCTAapbIHBIH Ka3ipri >KarJaiiblH, KHUBIHIBIKTaphl MEH MYMKIHIIKTepiH
aHbIKTaJbl. JlepekTep pecMH HMHCTUTYLMOHANJBIK OTIHIII apKbpUibl, «OKorapsl OimiM OepyaiH
OippIHFall TuIaTdopMachl» SJIEKTPOHIBI MANIMeTTep 0a3achlH Taljay >KOHE YHHMBEPCUTETEpPIiH
pecMu BeO-TapakmalapblHaa KOJDKETIMII KypcTap KaTajlorTapbl apKbUIbl SKHHAIIBL ABTOpIAp
TeHJIePIIIK JIMHIBUCTUKAJIBIK HIEHOEPl KapacThIPaThIH KypCTap bl aHBIKTAY YIIIH «T€HJEPIiK KoHe
JIMHTBUCTHKA»  JKOHE «TEHJIEPIIIK ~ JKOHE  TIM»  TOHIEpl OOMBIHIIIA aKaJIeMUSIIBIK
KypcTapra/0arjapiaManapra Ha3ap ayaapabl.

3eprrey Hotwkeci JKorapel bimim bepyain bipeiarait IlnatdopmackiHna kepceTuireH
Kazakcran ynuBepcurertepinaeri 5000-HaH actam OuriM Oepy OaraapiaManapblH KaMTBI/IbL.
Ka3zakcTaHHBIH JKETi YHUBEPCUTETI TEHAEPNIK JIMHIBUCTUKA KYypCTapbl OKBITBUIAIbBI, >KOHE
OakanmaBpuaT, MarucTparypa MeH JOKTOPaHTYpPaHBIH OpTYpil KypcTapbl YcbiHanbl. HoTmkenep
COHBIMEH KaTap XaJbIKapallbIK TOKIPHOETEPMEH CallbICThIpFaH/a Ka3aKCTaHIBIK Oarapiiamaap
TeHJePIIK JIMHTBUCTHKAHBIH HWHTEPCEKIIMOHAIIBIK AacCleKTUIepiHe KEeTKUIIKTI KeHIT OeiMeH,
TEOPHSUTBIK acTICKTiJIEpre KoOipeK Ha3ap ayaapaThIHbIH KOPCETE/I].

Kiar ce3mep: renzaepnik nuHrBucTuka, KaszakcraH, >xorapel OifliM, T KOHE TeHJED,
TeHJIepIIIK
3eprreyep.
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HayuHble 0CHOBBI reHiepHO JMHTBUCTHKH B Kazaxcrane
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AnHOTanus. Teopermyeckas OCHOBA W MCCIENOBAHMS BAXKHBI Il PpELIEHUs 3a]a4y
MHTETPALUN JIMHTBUCTHKH, TCHUXOJIOTUH, COLMOJOTHH, (HEMUHHCTCKOM TEOPHUH U TEHICPHOU
JUHTBUCTUKH, a TAKXKE JJI NPEJOCTaBICHHUS MHCTPYMEHTOB Ul aHAJIW3a B3aUMOCBS3U MEXKIY
S3BIKOM U reHiepoM. HayuHble OCHOBBI MO3BOJISIOT F€HAEPHON JTMHIBUCTUKE YIIIYOUTh TOHUMAaHUE
TeHJICPHOTO $sI3bIKa M CIIOCOOCTBYIOT CO3JaHHUIO 0Oo0Jiee MHKIIO3MBHBIX OOIIECTB MOCPEICTBOM
o0Opa3oBaHUs U pa3pabOTKU MOTUTHKHU.

JlaHHO€ MCcCileJOBaHUE aHATM3UPYET TeHAEPHYIO TUHIBUCTUKY B Kazaxcrane, ynenss ocodoe
BHHUMaHUE U3YYCHHUIO B3aMOCBS3H SI3BIKOBOM, F€HIEPHON 1 00pa3oBaTenbHOM MpakTUK. OCHOBHAS
IeJIb UCCIIEIOBAaHUA — 3TO JaTh 0030p I€HAEPHOTO U S3BIKOBOTO OOpa3oBaHMS B Ka3aXCTAHCKUX
YHUBEPCUTETAX, OCBETUB COJAEPNKAHUE U CTPYKTYPY KYpCOB IO TeHIAEpHOW JMHIrBUCTHKE. Llenb
JaHHOW CTaThbM — 3TO CHOCOOCTBOBATH 0OJIEe MIMPOKOMY OOCYXICHUIO BOIPOCOB HHTErpAIHH
TeHJIEPHBIX aCMEeKTOB B JTMHTBHCTHYECKOE 0Opa3oBaHue. [laHHast paboTa Tak:ke BHOCUT CBOM BKIIA]
B 00CYy)XIeHHE TeHACPHBIX HccienoBannii B Kazaxcrane u oOecreunBaeT TEOPETHIECKYI0 OCHOBY
g Oynylux HCCleNOBaHUM M pa3BUTHUS 00pa3oBaHUS. ABTOPBI UCHOJIb30BAIM KauyeCTBEHHBIC
METO/Ibl UCCIIEI0OBaHMS, B YACTHOCTH KOHTEHT-aHAJIU3, U U3YYWJIU TEKYIEe COCTOSHUE, IPOOIEMBI
U BO3MOXXHOCTH KYypCOB IO TEHIEPHOH MpoOJeMaTUKE W JIMHTBUCTUKE B Ka3aXCTaHCKHX
yHUBepcuTeTaxX. JlaHHBIE OBUTM COOpaHBI C TOMONIBIO OQUIMAIBHBIX 3allPOCOB B Y4eOHBIC
YUPEXKIEHUS, JJIEKTPOHHOM O0a3bl maHHbIX «EannHas tuardopma Beiciiero oOpa3oBaHUS» H
KaTaJIOTOB KypCOB Ha O(HIMAIBHBIX CaWTaX YHHUBEPCHTETOB. ABTOpPHI COCPEJOTOYMIIACH Ha
aKaJeMHUYECKHX Kypcax/mporpammax Mo «reHAepy W JHUHTBUCTUKE» U «T€HIEPY U S3BIKY», YTOOBI
OIIPEAEIUTh KypChl, KOTOPBIE 3aTParuBarOT Fe€HI€PHbIE IUHTBUCTUYECKHE OCHOBBI.

ITouck oxBatun 6onee 5000 meilicTByromux 00pa3oBaTeIbHBIX MPOTPaMM B YHHBEPCHUTETaX
Kaszaxcrana, npencrtaBineHHbix B EnumHoil muardopme Bbicmiero oOpasoBaHus. Pe3ynbTaThl
IIOKa3bIBAIOT, 4YTO CE€Mb YyHUBepcuTeToB KaszaxcraHa mpennaraloT Kypcel IO T€HACPHOU
JUHTBUCTUKE U IIMPOKHUM CIEKTp KypcoB Juis OakanaBpuara, MarucTpaTypbl U JOKTOPAHTYpHI.
Pesynbrarel Takke JEMOHCTPUPYIOT, 4YTO II0 CPAaBHEHMIO C MEXIYHApOJHOW MPAaKTHKOM,
Ka3aXCTaHCKHWE MNpOrpaMMbl 4acTO JENal0T yIOp Ha TEOPETHYECKHE acleKThl, HE 3aTparuBas
MHTEPCEKIMOHAIBHBIE ACTIEKTHI T€HEPHOMN JINHIBUCTHKH.

KuroueBble cioBa: reHaep M JauHrBUcTUKA, Kazaxcran, Beicuiee oOpa3zoBaHHe, T€HIEP U
A3BIK, T€H/IEPHBIE UCCIICIOBAHHUS.

Introduction

Research on gender and language within sociolinguistics and gender examines how language
shapes gender roles, identities, and stereotypes [1]. Language is crucial in social interactions as a
fundamental communication medium. It is connected to societal structures and reflects broader
patterns, such as prevailing gender norms and hierarchies. In the book “Language and Gender,” the
authors emphasize that educational institutions play a significant role in shaping gendered norms
perpetuated through language [2]. Incorporating gender linguistic education into curricula can
empower students to recognize gender biases in language.

Theoretical framework and research are essential in addressing the challenges of integrating
linguistics, psychology, sociology, feminist theory, and gender linguistics and providing tools to
analyze the relationship between language and gender. Scientific foundations allow gender
linguistics to deepen understanding of gendered language and contribute to creating more inclusive
societies through education and policy-making.

This study aims to explore the scientific foundations of gender linguistics in Kazakhstan and
examine its challenges and opportunities. The authors provide an overview of gender and language
education in Kazakhstan’s universities, highlighting the content and structure of the gender
linguistics courses. Analysis of this study helps to explore how these courses contribute to shaping
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students’ understanding of gender and language and promoting critical thinking. This research also
aims to contribute to the broader discourse on integrating gender perspectives into linguistic
education.

Foundational studies by Robin Lakoff and Judith Butler have created frameworks for
examining how language constructs gender in different contexts [3]. In the global context, the
research incorporates intersectional frameworks on how language interacts with social identities
such as race, ethnicity, sexuality, and gender [4; 5; 6; 7].

Universities worldwide have increasingly incorporated gender linguistics courses into their
curricula, reflecting the growing recognition of the interrelation between language and gender.
These courses are offered across diverse disciplines, including sociolinguistics, gender studies, and
education, to explore how language constructs gender norms, roles, and identities. Institutions such
as Northwestern University, Stanford University, Duke University, and others provide specialized
programs or courses on gendered communication, linguistic stereotypes, and the intersection of
language, power, and society [8; 9; 10].

The course “Language & Gender” at Northwestern University examines the intricate
relationship between language and gender, emphasizing how linguistic practices shape societal
gender norms [8]. It delves into various topics, including identity categories and labels, the
reclamation of epithets (e.g., “bitch” and “slut”), distinctions among gender, sex, and sexuality,
debates surrounding political correctness, manifestations of sexist and misogynist language, and the
role of linguistic prescriptivism.

Stanford University’s course “Language, Gender, & Sexuality” examines the role of language
in constructing gender identities, maintaining societal gender structures, and facilitating social
change [9]. It includes field projects that allow students to test hypotheses regarding the interaction
between language and gender. Notably, the course does not require prior knowledge of linguistics.

Duke University’s course “Gender and Language” examines the relationship between
language and gender [10]. The course integrates theoretical perspectives from psychology, feminist
critical theory, philosophy of language, and linguistic theory. Students critically analyze language
and gender through cultural context and social structures.

Overall, gender and language provide a platform for students to investigate connections
between linguistics and gender and give them analytical tools applicable to various academic and
professional disciplines.

Research methods and materials

The origins of linguistics are linked to Robin Lakoff's study “Language and Women’s Place”
[3]. His work explores how language mirrors societal stereotypes and norms tied to gender [3].
Lakoff highlighted the characteristics of the term “women’s language,” differentiating it from
“men’s language”. It includes a vocabulary associated with traditionally “feminine” activities,
affective adjectives, tag questions, hedging expressions, intensifiers, emphasis on super-politeness,
euphemisms, and hyper-correct grammatical structures [3].

Early studies primarily focused on determining linguistic differences between men’s and
women’s speech patterns, such as phonology, lexical choices, and syntax [4; 5; 6]. Contemporary
research considers the collaboration of broader social, cultural, and situational contexts [1; 2].

The article “Theorizing identity in language and sexuality research” explores the connection
between language and sexual identity by understanding how linguistic practices form sexual
identities within social contexts [4]. Bucholtz and Hall underscore that language is not a passive
reflection of pre-existing identities, but it participates in constructing sexual identities. They also
discuss how sexual identity intersects with other social categories like gender and race, influencing
linguistic expression [4]. Bucholtz and Hall’s study contributes to the field by integrating
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sociolinguistics and gender studies and offering a framework for analyzing language and sexual
identity.

Deborah Cameron’s book “Feminism and Linguistic Theory” examines the interconnection
between language and gender by integrating ideas from linguistics, anthropology, psychoanalysis,
and philosophy [5]. It also analyzes how language reflects gender inequalities.

Eckert and McConnell-Ginet’s article “Think practically and look locally: language and
gender as community-based practice” emphasizes the sociocultural nature of gender, language, and
linguistics and highlights the importance of examining language and gender within local contexts

[6].

Deborah Tannen’s study “You just don’t understand: women and men in conversation”
examines how ethnicity, race, religion, age, and other factors interact with gender in communication
[7]. She analyzed conversation style, status roles, listening approaches, etc. Tannen identified
specific conversational strategies of men and women. For instance, women prioritize connection
and rapport-building, while men may emphasize status and independence. Cultural and individual
differences further shape these styles. They also explore how societal expectations regarding gender
roles influence conversational dynamics. For instance, in hierarchical or professional contexts, men
may assert dominance through direct language, while women may navigate such settings with
collaborative or mitigating speech patterns [7].

Kirilina highlights that gender research, being interdisciplinary, can be categorized into two
key areas: (1) examining gender as a non-linguistic subject and (2) studying gender as a linguistic
phenomenon, analyzed at both the meta-gender and gender-specific levels [11]. Language is crucial
in defining “gender,” reflecting societal norms shaped by moral and cultural values [12]. This
examines men’s and women’s typical strategies, linguistic preferences, syntactic choices, and
communicative behaviors.

Gender studies in linguistics typically address two primary issues: 1). How language reflects
gender [13]. This involves describing how language marks gender differences (e.g., naming
systems, vocabulary, syntax, and grammatical gender) and the values attributed to men and women
in various semantic domains. 2). Gender-specific communication.

Khasanuly identifies several critical areas of gender-related linguistic research. 1) The social
construction of gender through language [14]. 2) Intersections of language and gender differences.
3) Universal and national-ethnic gendered speech differences. 4) Social and linguistic
differentiation of gender. 5) Verbal and non-verbal elements in gendered communication.

While gender studies have significantly expanded in the past two decades, comparative
analyses across languages are underexplored. Such studies can identify similarities and differences
in gendered speech patterns across ethnicities and highlight cultural variations. For example,
Russian and English gendered terminologies differ due to linguistic structures. With its inflectional
nature, Russian is less gender-marked than English but offers more resources for creating female-
specific professional terms [14].

In English, certain suffixes (e.g., -ess, -ette) and prefixes (e.g., woman-, female-) serve this
purpose, but challenges remain in addressing sexism within both languages [15]. Martynyuk
suggests that language, as a whole, tends to be less adaptable than the rapid pace of social change.
Furthermore, the structure of linguistic systems often needs more flexibility to implement
innovations or undergo significant alterations easily. At the same time, social relation stereotypes
are typically resistant to change and remain firmly entrenched [15].

Cultural, historical, and religious contexts deeply influence the interdependence between
gender and language. Gender stereotypes often dictate expected behaviors for men and women,
shaping linguistic expressions and communicative practices [16]. These stereotypes can create
cultural barriers in interethnic communication, emphasizing the need for inclusive approaches to
language education and intercultural understanding. Cross-linguistic studies of gender-marked units

37



ISSN-p 2306-7365

SACAYH YHUBEPCHUTETIHIH XABAPIIIBICHI, Ne4 (134), 2024 ISSN-e 2664-0686

contribute to the knowledge of national mentalities and cultural nuances, offering valuable insights
for education and psychological research [16].

Toktarova examines the typical behavioral patterns of men and women and the unique
national and cultural characteristics of verbal and non-verbal communication among Kazakh and
Russian speakers [17]. She highlights that Kazakh etiquette exhibits distinct features not only in
interactions between individuals of different genders but also in various social factors, including
gender and age, social status, degree of kinship, level of education, social environment, place of
residence, marital status, and nationality [17].

The study “Language and gender: a reader,” edited by Jennifer Coates and Pia Pichler, offers
significant insights into sociolinguistics by exploring how language interacts with social structures,
particularly concerning gender. As a field, sociolinguistics examines how language is shaped by and
reflects societal norms, roles, and identities [1]. This book situates gender as a central variable in
sociolinguistic research, presenting theoretical discussions, empirical studies, and methodological
approaches. The book substantially contributes to sociolinguistics by examining how language
reflects and constructs social identities.

In “Language and Gender,” Eckert and McConnell-Ginet emphasize educational institutions’
significant role in reshaping gendered norms through language [2]. They argue that educational
institutions are not just venues for academic learning but also critical sites where societal norms,
including gender-related ones, are reproduced and can be transformed. Overall, the authors
comprehensively analyze how language is central in forming, reinforcing, and changing gender
identities and relations [2].

The authors used qualitative research methods, particularly content analysis, to examine the
current state, challenges, and opportunities of gender and linguistics courses in Kazakhstani
universities. Data were gathered through official institutional requests, the digital database “Unified
Higher Education Platform,” and course catalogs on the universities’ official websites. The authors
evaluated the content, structure, and diversity of gender studies courses offered by universities in
Kazakhstan. The analysis identified prevailing themes, trends, and gaps in the curriculum. The
methodology used in this study provides a framework for understanding gender linguistics
education, enabling insights and recommendations to improve inclusivity, standardization, and
equity in Kazakhstan’s higher education institutions.

The researchers adopted an approach to map the gender studies courses available during the
2023-2024 academic year in Kazakhstan. Official request letters were sent to universities’
academic administration or relevant departments, such as the Department of Science or Academic
Affairs. These letters introduced the study’s goals and requested detailed information about the
gender studies courses, specifically their titles, descriptions, academic levels, ECTS credits, and
coordinator contact details. The requests, emailed in November 2023, relied on official university
contact information available online. To maximize responses, follow-up communications were
conducted three weeks later through emails and phone calls, emphasizing the importance of the
research. Responses were systematically compiled into a database, ensuring accuracy and
completeness. This extensive outreach aimed to include all significant institutions in Kazakhstan to
capture a broad and detailed picture of gender studies offerings, particularly those focusing on
linguistic dimensions.

Furthermore, the Unified Higher Education Platform in Kazakhstan [18] was a critical
resource for data collection. This centralized database of accredited higher education programs
provided detailed information about course offerings, enabling a thorough review of active
educational programs. Keywords such as “gender and language/linguistics” were used to analyze
gender studies courses. Filters were applied to focus on active programs for the 2023-2024
academic year, excluding outdated or inactive offerings. In this study, the authors focused on
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academic courses/programs on “gender and linguistics” and “gender and language” to identify
courses that addressed gender linguistic frameworks.

The data retrieved from the platform were cross-verified with official university websites,
academic catalogs, and the formal responses received from institutions. This cross-verification
ensured data reliability and confirmed the availability of identified courses. Once verified, the
information was organized into a structured format, categorizing courses by academic level
(Bachelor’s, Master’s, or PhD) and ECTS credits, and detailed course descriptions were analyzed.
This structured database facilitated an in-depth exploration of the scope and diversity of gender
studies programs, with a particular focus on linguistic components, across universities in
Kazakhstan.

Overall, the authors have analyzed the detailed information on course offerings, program
descriptions, and academic institutions. The search encompassed over 5,000 active educational
programs at the universities of Kazakhstan listed on the Unified Higher Education Platform. The
analyses showed that seven out of twenty-nine higher educational institutions in Kazakhstan taught
gender linguistics courses.

While the study provides valuable insights into gender linguistics education in Kazakhstan, it
has some limitations. Much of the research draws on secondary data from course catalogs, official
websites, and institutional documents. While these sources are valuable, they may only sometimes
provide a comprehensive or up-to-date picture of actual course implementation, classroom
practices, or student engagement. Direct classroom observations or interviews with students and
faculty would enhance the depth of analysis. The research does not incorporate primary data from
students and faculty members directly involved in gender linguistics courses. Their perceptions and
feedback would provide valuable insights into these programs’ effectiveness, challenges, and
opportunities.

The abovementioned limitations refer to opportunities for future research to build based on
this study’s findings. By concentrating on existing gaps, such as incorporating primary data and
evaluating educational outcomes, subsequent studies can provide more comprehensive insight into
gender linguistics education in Kazakhstan and its role in promoting gender equity.

Results and Discussion

Table 1 in the appendix reviews Kazakhstani universities that offered gender linguistics
courses in the 2023-2024 academic year. The table includes information on course offerings,
educational levels, and course descriptions. Analysis shows that seven universities in Kazakhstan
offer gender linguistics courses. The courses are taught at Bachepor’s, Master’s, and Ph.D. levels.

- Ph.D. level courses. The existing courses create opportunities for advanced research and
help students conduct in-depth studies on language and gender. Universities like Akhmet
Baitursynuly Kostanay Regional University and K. Zhubanov Aktobe Regional University offer
Ph.D. courses that study theoretical foundations, historical development, and cognitive aspects of
gender linguistics.

- Master’s level courses. Master’s programs focus on developing critical thinking and
analytical skills and help students interact with gender issues from academic and professional
perspectives. Most of the courses on gender linguistics in Kazakhstan are taught in Master’s
programs — at universities like al-Farabi Kazakh National University and Kazakh National
Women’s Teacher Training University courses are concentrated on gender stereotypes and the
relationship between language and gender.

- Bachelor’s level courses. In undergraduate programs, foundational concepts of gendered
linguistic practices are introduced. These courses provide a starting point for studying gender
linguistics.
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The findings of this study show that the courses offered incorporate elements from
psychology, sociology, and communication studies. Programs develop student’s critical thinking
and analytical skills. The course “Gender linguistics” taught at Makhambet Utemisov West
Kazakhstan University studies language and gender identity. Another course, “Gender linguistics,”
offered at al-Farabi Kazakh National University, evaluates the influence of gender stereotypes on
language and communication. Other courses aim to explore the social functions of language and
develop competence for analyzing gender issues and feminist approaches, like courses offered at
Kazakh National Women’s Teacher Training University.

Kazakhstan has made progress in introducing courses on gender linguistics. However, there
are still disparities compared with the international experience of course offerings on ‘“gender
linguistics” and “gender and language.” Programs in Kazakhstan mainly focus on basic gender
concepts or explore theoretical foundations of gender linguistics. Undoubtedly, the courses offered
in Kazakhstan are essential but lack interdisciplinary integration, which exists in international
contexts, including intersectionality, digital linguistics, and the impact of technology and Al
(Artificial Intelligence) on gender. Courses in Kazakhstan emphasize philological and linguistics
perspectives. Courses globally often integrate psychology, sociology, media studies, and political
sciences to provide an integrated view of language and gender dynamics. Offered courses on gender
linguistics in urban universities of Kazakhstan (al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakh
National Women’s Teacher Training University) provide more diverse and advanced programs than
those in other regions of the country. It can be related to uneven access to resources and expertise
nationwide.

Gender linguistics courses introduced globally highlight using language to challenge power
dynamics and address inequalities. Stanford University or Duke University courses explore gender
performativity, linguistic activism, and derogatory language [9; 10]. Kazakhstani programs focus
more on descriptive aspects like analyzing gendered speech patterns and stereotypes. Many courses
in Kazakhstan concentrate on local linguistic traditions, mainly in Kazakh or Russian philology.
This can limit exposure to global gender linguistics debates on diverse cultural and linguistic
backgrounds.

The data analyzed in this study distinguish advancements and disparities in integrating gender
linguistics into higher education curricula in Kazakhstan and enhance the potential for expanding
such programs. Inconsistencies in standardization, discrepancies in course depth, and resource
limitations can impede these programs’ development. Moreover, interdisciplinarity can expand the
study of gender linguistics in Kazakhstan, providing modern perspectives and methodologies.
Extending and standardizing the programs is essential for students to engage with language and
gender in different societal frameworks. In addition, teacher training programs are crucial to deliver
these courses efficiently. Such programs can advance gender-sensitive pedagogical approaches,
helping educators create inclusive classroom environments that empower students.

Conclusion

In this study, the authors analyzed gender linguistics courses in Kazakhstan at undergraduate
and graduate academic levels. Interacting gender linguistics with higher education is a substantial
step toward addressing inequalities in Kazakhstan. The authors outline several strategies to leverage
the potential of gender linguistic education.

- Expand the availability of gender linguistic courses in rural and regional universities.

- Develop guidelines for gender linguistics education to establish coherent quality and content
in educational institutions.

- Develop more courses on gender linguistics at the undergraduate level to encourage
students’ engagement.
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- Incorporate feminist theory, digital linguistics, and media studies into educational programs
in Kazakhstan.

- Expand and standardize the gender linguistics programs offered in Kazakhstan.

- Provide training programs (lectures) for educators using gender-sensitive pedagogical
approaches.

- Support faculty and students in conducting research on gender issues and language in
Kazakhstan’s context.

Future research should emphasize studies on the modernization of the Kazakhstani higher
educational framework and gender linguistics education offerings. Further studies on gender
linguistics in Kazakhstan should analyze the impact of gender linguistics on students’ perceptions
and professional practices. It is also recommended that the role of digital communication in shaping
gendered linguistic practices be explored. By addressing these issues, scholars can enhance the
development of the scientific foundation of gender linguistics in Kazakhstan.

This study was conducted as a part of the project AP19680587, entitled “The scientific
concept of gender education in the universities of Kazakhstan: theoretical and methodological
foundations.” The authors thank the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of
Kazakhstan for providing support through grant funding (Scientific and Theoretical Projects for
2023-2025).

Appendix

Table 1 — List of universities in Kazakhstan where gender linguistics courses were
taught in the 2023-2024 academic year

Kostanay Regional
University

Kostanai city

Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“8D02301 Kazakh Philology”

PhD degree

Ne University Name of the discipline (course) | Short description of the discipline (course)
2 3 4
1 |Akhmet Baitursynuly |“Gender linguistics” The discipline is designed for doctoral

students to master the theoretical foundations
of gender linguistics. This course examines
introducing the term «gender» into science,
the formation and development of gender
linguistics, the conclusions of foreign and
Kazakh scientists about genderology, the
cognitive aspect of gender linguistics, and the
reflection of gender classification at language
levels.

al-Farabi Kazakh
National University

Almaty city

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:

7M02312 Foreign philology
(Western Lang.)

Master’s degree

To develop the ability to understand the
influence of gender stereotypes on language
structures, communication, and  social
consciousness. To develop skills in analysis
and critical thinking of gender aspects of
language when conducting research and
writing scientific papers. The discipline
explores the influence of gender on language
and the role of language in forming gender
identity, stereotypes, and discrimination.

Kazakh National
Women’s Teacher
Training University

Almaty city

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:

Gender linguistics studies speech and, in
general, the communicative behavior of men
and women. It studies by what means and
contexts gender is constructed and how social
factors and the communicative environment
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Continuation of Table 1

3

4

“7MO01702 Kazakh Language and
Literature at Schools with Non-
Kazakh Language of teaching”

Master’s degree

influence this process.

“Gender linguistics”
Major’s discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7MO01704 Russian Language and
Literature at Schools with Non-
Russian Language of teaching”

Master’s degree

The discipline’s purpose is to study the social
functions of language, develop professional
and social competence based on the
formation of ideas about gender problems
and feminist approaches and their application
in modern sociological practice, systematize
knowledge in the field of gender role issues,
and form an egalitarian—post-egalitarian
worldview among teachers.

4 |K.Zhubanov Aktobe
Regional University

Aktobe city

“The theory of hermeneutics
and linguistic genderology”

Basic discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M02303 Foreign philology”

Master’s degree

Discipline is aimed at forming ideas about
significant stages of the history of modern
hermeneutics, its development, and the main
characteristics of this discipline course;
covering studies in fields of hermeneutics
research; considering various problems of
social phenomena in this field; mastering new
concepts and skills; gaining knowledge that is
necessary for future activities; and further
expanding knowledge in this field.

“Basics of gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M02303 Foreign philology”

Master degree

The purpose of the discipline is to acquaint
undergraduates with the main provisions and
problems of gender linguistics in diachrony
and at the present stage; to consider the
sociocultural and psychological prerequisites
for the formation of gender studies; to prove
the relationship between language and gender
factor; to analyze the use of language for
communicative purposes, speech behavior as
a process of choosing the optimal;
identification of gender stereotypes and
attitudes  reflected in  the linguistic
consciousness  and  implemented  in
associations; establishment of criteria for the
analysis of the gender factor in
communication.

“Gender classification of
language”

Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7IMO01701 Kazakh language and
Literature”

Master’s degree

The discipline "Gender classification of
language™ establishes the differences between
the female and male languages, examines
their specifics of word formation in various
linguistic and social environments, and
explains the formation and development,
theory, and methodology of gender
linguistics. Systematizes the basic concepts
of gender linguistics and  directs
undergraduates to a comparative socio-
historical analysis of gender relations, the
study of gender problems of language.
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Continuation of Table 1

1 2 3 4
“Gender classification of the The course "Gender Classification of
language” Language” establishes the differences
between female and male languages,

Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“8D02304 Philology”

PhD degree

examines the features of word formation in
various linguistic and social environments,
and explains the theory and methodology of
the formation and development of gender
linguistics. The discipline aims to orient
doctoral students to systematize the basic
concepts of gender linguistics, conduct a
comparative  socio-historical analysis of
gender relations by postgraduate students,
and study gender issues of language.

5 |Kokshetau University
named after
Sh.Ualikhanov

Kokshetau city

“Gender and cognitive
linguistics”

Basic discipline, 6 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“6B02301 Kazakh philology”

Bachelor’s degree

Students are provided with systematic
knowledge about gender and cognitive
features in the field of complex science-
gender and cognitive research, formed in the
field of domestic linguistics, foreign, Kazakh
ethno-gender, cognitive research, scientific
conceptual apparatus, system of language-
phonetics and phonology, lexicology,
grammar, as active pedagogical methods
based on the principles of professional

adaptation, through conversations,
discussions, problem lectures, situational
analysis.

“Lexicology of the modern
Kazakh language and gender
linguistics”

Basic discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:

“6B01707 The Kazakh language
and literature”

Bachelor’s degree

Clarifies vocabulary in the system of the
native language, forms theoretical knowledge
about words, phraseological units in the
linguistic system, types of lexical meaning of
words, patterns of formation and methods of
formation of phraseological units, types of
dictionaries, forms skills to analyze the
dynamics of changes in gender characteristics
of male and female languages in society with
a comparison of the national gender character
and gender specificity in the modern
language.

“Lexicology of the modern
Kazakh language and gender
linguistics”

Basic discipline, 6 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:

“6B01706 Kazakh language and
literature in non-kazakh language
schools”

Bachelor’s degree

Clarifies vocabulary in the system of the
native language, forms theoretical knowledge
about words, phraseological units in the
linguistic system, types of lexical meaning of
words, patterns of formation and methods of
formation of phraseological units, types of
dictionaries, forms skills to analyze the
dynamics of changes in gender characteristics
of male and female languages in society with
a comparison of the national gender character
and gender specificity in the modern
language.
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Continuation of Table 1

1 2

3

4

6 | Makhambet Utemisov
West Kazakhstan
University

Oral city

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M02301 Philology: Kazakh
philology”

Master’s degree

The discipline introduces new views and
opinions that form the basis for the
emergence of the category of gender, which
arose in connection with the concepts of
gender and language; explains concepts
related to the theory of gender linguistics;
analyzes gender studies in general linguistics
and ways of developing a gender orientation
in the knowledge of the Kazakh language;
analyzes the characteristics characteristic of
the male and female sex (masculinity-
femininity) and expressed in language
teaches to recognize and give gender
linguistic characteristics. As a result, students
understand the scientific foundations of the
gender classification of the language, know
its principles and concepts, master the
theoretical problems of general linguistics,
identify current gender issues that make up
the intersection of modern sciences,
comprehend new directions of the science of
the Kazakh language in interrelation.

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7IMO01701 Kazakh language and
literature”

Master’s degree

The discipline introduces new views and
opinions that form the basis for the
emergence of the category of gender, which
arose in connection with the concepts of
gender and language; explains concepts
related to the theory of gender linguistics;
analyzes gender studies in general linguistics
and ways of developing a gender orientation
in the knowledge of the Kazakh language;
analyzes the characteristics characteristic of
the male and female sex (masculinity-
femininity) and expressed in language
teaches to recognize and give gender
linguistic characteristics. As a result, students
understand the scientific foundations of the
gender classification of the language, know
its principles and concepts, master the
theoretical problems of general linguistics,
identify current gender issues that make up
the intersection of modern sciences,
comprehend new directions of the science of
the Kazakh language in interrelation.

“Actual problems semasiology”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M02302 Philology: Russian
Philology”

Master’s degree

Obijective: to study the gender aspects of the
social functions of language, depending on
their gender. Main sections: History and
methodology of gender studies. Intellectual
and social causes of gender studies. Gender
studies in linguistics. The connection of
language and gender. Male and female
discourses. Multilevel strategy in linguistic
genderology. Syntax, phraseology, grammar,

44



SACAYH YHUBEPCHUTETIHIH XABAPIIIBICHI, Ne4 (134), 2024

ISSN-p 2306-7365
ISSN-e 2664-0686

Continuation of Table 1

4

and vocabulary in the system of gender
analysis. Gender differences in speech on the
material of different languages. Identification
of gender stereotypes in the media.

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M02302 Philology: Russian
Philology”

Master’s degree

Obijective: to study the gender aspects of the
social functions of language, depending on
their gender. Main sections: History and
methodology of gender studies. Intellectual
and social causes of gender studies. Gender
studies in linguistics. The connection of
language and gender. Male and female
discourses. Multilevel strategy in linguistic
genderology. Phraseology, grammar and
vocabulary, syntax in the system of gender
analysis. Gender differences in speech on the
material of different languages. Identification
of gender stereotypes in the media.

“Actual problems semasiology”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M01703 Russian language and
literature”

“7MO01704 Russian language and
literature for non-Russian learning
schools”

Master’s degree

Obijective: to study the gender aspects of the
social functions of language, depending on
their gender. Main sections: History and
methodology of gender studies. Intellectual
and social causes of gender studies. Gender
studies in linguistics. The connection of
language and gender. Male and female
discourses. Multilevel strategy in linguistic
genderology. Syntax, phraseology, grammar,
and vocabulary in the system of gender
analysis. Gender differences in speech on the
material of different languages. Identification
of gender stereotypes in the media.

“Gender linguistics”
Major discipline, 5 ECTS credits

The educational program in which
the discipline is taught:
“7M01703 Russian language and
literature”

“7M01704 Russian language and
literature for non-Russian learning
schools”

Master’s degree

Obijective: to study the gender aspects of the
social functions of language, depending on
their gender. Main sections: History and
methodology of gender studies. Intellectual
and social causes of gender studies. Gender
studies in linguistics. The connection of
language and gender. Male and female
discourses. Multilevel strategy in linguistic
genderology. Phraseology, grammar and
vocabulary, syntax in the system of gender
analysis. Gender differences in speech on the
material of different languages. Identification
of gender stereotypes in the media.
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Continuation of Table 1

1 2 3 4

7 |Sarsen Amanzholov “Gender linguistics” The discipline aims to master the main
East Kazakhstan L . provisions and issues of gender linguistics in
University Major discipline, 6 ECTS credits | giachrony and synchrony by undergraduates.

The educational program in which The discipline is aimed at analyzing the
Oskemen city the discipline is taught: socio-cultural and psychological prerequisites

for the formation of gender studies in
linguistics, the relationship between language
and gender, speech behavior as a process of
Master’s degree choosing the optimal way of constructing
statements by men and women, identifying
the features of the formation of gender
stereotypes and attitudes in modern society.

“7M01702 Russian language and
literature”

Source: Data collected by authors from the universities of Kazakhstan and the digital database Unified

Higher Education Platform [18].
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